Imprimatur, 


Zr ſham, R. ?.P. Henrico, 
Epiſc. Lond. 4 ſacris. 


pro fo 1689, 


Imprimatur, 


Zr ſham, R. ?.P. Henrico, 
Epiſc. Lond. 4 ſacris. 


pro fo 1689, 


: "B+ as o 
WY Fl 
| 
. 


SER MON| 


FULHA M, 


IN'THE 


Chappel of the Palace, 


Upon Eaſter-day, MDCLEXXXIX. 
Al HF ID 


CONSECRATION 


Ot L165 
. Right Reverend Father in God, 


GILBERT. 


Lord Biſhop of S 4 R © M. 


ſ 


——— ith. 


By AxTHoxny HoxNecks, D.D. 


L O N DON: Printed for Ric, Chiſwell, at the Roſe] | 
| and Crows 1n St. Paul's Church-Yard. MDCLXX XIX. 


Q—_ Py —— ll... Py a. _ 7 P_ 
L hd —_— 


To the Right Reverend Father in Gcd, | 


GILBERT, 


Lord Biſhop of S A R VU M. 


My Lord, 
F'ter your Lordſhip bad defered me 

to Print this Sermon, I met with 

a Diſcourſe upon the very ſame 
Subje&, and upon an occaſ#on of the ſame 
nature, by au abler Hand, which made Mc.Yin 
me look upon the printing of mine as need- 1683. 
leſs, and had almoſt prevailed with me to 
lay aſide all thoughts of Publiſhing what T 
deliver'd in your Lordſhip's preſence ; but 
conſadering, that Obedience would be bet- 
ter reſented than Extuſes, and aman had 
better ſee himſelf out-ſhined by perſons of 
greater parts and abilities, which is a com- 
fort to an bumble mind, than be guilty of 
diſreſpe& to thoſe whom we look upon both- 


as our Friends and Superiors (Not tomen- 
1001/3 


tion that our matter and met bod mT 


C - 


rent) Iwas reſolved to venture ;"Amd tho 
theſe courſer Meditations may not grve that 
ſatisfa&ion that moxe elaborateOrations do, 
yet ſince there muſt be Under-workmen, as 
well as Maſter-builders, and both may be 
uſeful in their ſeveral ſtations, l was willing 
ro appear before your Lordfhip with this 
Preſent, in which 'l muſt-beſeech you to re- 
gard the heart with which it is offer d, 
more than the gift it ſelf; which if you do, 
you will not only tet +be W orld ſee, how 
great your Charity 1s over-looking De- 
fetts and Blemiſhes, but increaſe the Ob- 


ligations you have already laid on, 


My Lord, 


Your Lord{hips moſt affectionate 


and moſt humble Servant, 


4 HORNECK. 


2 TIM. 1.6. 


Wherefore T put thee in remembrance, That thou ſtir up 
the gift of God, which is in thee, by the putting on of. 
my hands. 


HEY that think, that every Chriſti- 
an may be a Preacher; and that the 
Miniſtry, conſidered as a diſtin&t Cal- 
ling or Employ, is nothing bur uſur- 

pation, and ſome ambitious mens affecting a Su- 

periority over their Brethren, like the Cynick of | 
old, _— upon Plato's Cloak, make them- 
ſelves guilty of greater Pride than that which they 
pretend to condemn. They not only contradict 

the univerſal Senſe of Mankind, which from im- 

memorial times have had their diſtin&t Officers of 

Religion, bur ſer up their Conceits againſt the 

Wiſdom of God himſelf, who did no ſooner plant 

2 Church in the World, but took care the Prieſt- 

hood ſhould be in a certain Order of” Men ; and- 

as before the Law, the Firit-born was ro have thar 

Priviledge, as all che ancient Jewiſh Records do wit- 

nels, ſo under the Law, the Family of Aaron was 

picched upon to attend the Altar, And tho the 

. whole 
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whole Jewiſh Nation Was 2 Royal Prieſthood, or % 


Kingdom of Prieſts, in 2 metaphorical ſenſe ; Jr 


and the Sons Of Axron. And under the New Te: 


{tament, tO the Spirit WAS poured out upon all 


»Þ1\ders, OO (icceed them 18 the Miniſterial FanEti- 
on; fach a Biſhop w2* Timothy, the T&H7%5, che Pre- 
dent, and Overlcer of whe Church of Ephe us. x 

and not only of che Church in} the City), bat © 


L. 4. C, 4» TACIT of the Duocefs 3 of Epheſus, Cich Enſebs : 


an 
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Hom. 15+ 


and if we may believe St. Chry/oſtom, of all Aſia, Fon. 15: 
whoſe Office was,beſides his other Miniſterial La- 
bours, to inſpect the Clergy under his charge, 
and other Officers belonging to the Houſe of 
God, whereof the Fitth Chapter of the Firſt E- 
piſtle to Timothy, ſeems ro me a very clear Evi- 
dence ; for it ſpeaks of an Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdi- 
&ion lodged in Timothy, an Overleer conſtituted 
and appointed by St. Paul, even by the laying 
on of his hands, whereof he puts him in mind 
in the Text, and of che Gift, that was beſtow'd 
upon him by that impoſition of hands, and of 
his duty to exerciſe it. Wherefore T put thee in re- 
membrance, that thou ſtir up the gift off God, which is 
in-thee, by the laying on of my hands. - 
And here, before I enter vpon the Apoſtle's 
Exhertation, or the Duty contain'd in it, I can- 
not but take notice of the ſoftneſs and gentleneſs 
of his Addreſs, I pat thee im remembrance. == 
Practical Diſcourſes, and ſalutary Admaniti- 
ons, to men of Learning and good Education, 
are a refreſhing of their Memories, rather than 
reaching or iJluminating their Underſtandings - 
Timothy could not be ignorant of the Dary re- 
commended to him here by his fpiricua] Father ; 
for from a child he had known the boly Scriptures, 
which made þim wife unto ſalvation, through *faith, 
__ B which 
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which is in Chriſt Jeſus, perfett, and throuzhly fur- 
niſh'd unto all good works : yet the Apoſtle prea- 
ches ro him a very familiar Duty ; and this 
preaching he calls putting him m remembrance. 
The {ame may be ſaid almolt of all Sermons 


deliver'd in mixt Auditories, where judicious and 


intelligent perſons are mingled with vulgar capa- 
cities. "The Morais, and common Principles 
explain'd and taught, and inculcated there, may 
beas uſeful ro thoſe of a higher, as well as to 
thoſe of a lower Form ; for tho they came not 
attended with new Notions to inſtruct them, yer 
they may ſerve to put them inmind of the ſolid 
Truths they know, and give them opportunicy 
to enlarge and ruminate upon them, to their 
ſpiritual profit and edification. The things 
which tend to make us eternally happy, are the 
plaineſt, the moſt known, and the moſt famili- 
ar Do&trines improv'd into practice of godlineſs ; 
and he that makes the Articles of the Catholick 
Faith, Motives and Engagements to Self-denial, 
and ſtriftneſs of lite, is more likely to arrive in 
the Harbour of a bleſſed Immortality , than 
the greateſt Literati, who think it below them to 
employ their Parts and Underſtandings about 
things which every Ploughman knows as well as 
they : It was the cuſtom of a very learned Pre- 

late 
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late of our Church, when he had talk'a with 11:5 
friends of ſome nicer Points of Divinity, or H:- 
ſtory, or or Ry to clole his Dilcoutte? 
with this friendly L xhortation, Come, let us now 
talk a little of Jeſus Chriſt, bing {enlible, my 
however Learning may enlighten, or rchne th 
Underſtanding, che Doctrine of the Crols, and 
Chriſt crucified, and ſuch plain Notions of Chri 
{tianity, are the things, which being aticRtiv- 
nately ponder 'd, will conduct the Soul to ecernal 
Life and Glory 
And therefore, how impertinent loever it may 
ve, to make an Qearian of War before Ham 
bal, it cannot be improper to diſcourle of #*xr-= 
comeiz the Common things which accompany 
Salvation, before the learnedelt of you all ; not 
zo make you more knowing and intelligent, thar 
wereto hold a 'Taperto the Sun, but to give you 
opportunities to be better. Difourlcs of this 
nature may pur you in remembrance ot a Duty, 
which multiplicity of buſineſs would = {uffer 
you to think of, or con:cna 1plations of other mat- 
ters tempted you to overiook, The learneder 
you are, the fitter you are to improve the mean- 
cr performances of the Orator : ; and while you 
apply your larger Underitandings to the Com- 
mon "Truths Jiliver d by the "inconſiderab).: 
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Speaker, and make Comments upon them in 
your minds, by richer Meditations, your Edj- 
fication is ſignal, being hereby put in a capacity 
of ſaving both your ſelves and others. 

And having premiſed this Obſervation, I may 
now with greater chearfulneſs and courage; ex- 
hort you x7 4 are here preſent, not only thoſe of 
the Third, and Second Degree, or Order of Prieſt- 
hood, - as Optatus Milevitanus, calls Deacons and 
Prieſts, but even you the very Apices, the Prin- 
cipes, the Chiefs and Heads of the Church of God, 
ro ſtir up the Gift of God, which is in you, by the 
impoſition of hands : for this is no more than 
putting you in remembrance of the things you 
have learn'd and known,and are eminently vers'd 
it ; And that I may proceed orderly, I thall gn- 
quire, 

L. What the Gift is which was im Timothy, and. 
may ſtill be ſuppos'd to be in all thoſe whom God calls 
to the ſame Ofce. 

IE. How that Gift was anciently, and is ſtill beſtow'd 
and convey d, or commnnicated. 

I. How this Gift is to be ſtirr'd up, and what are 
the moſt proper means. and ways to do tt.. 


L. What the Gift ts which was in T'mothy, and 
may ſtill. be ſuppos'd to be im afl thoſe whom God calls 
to the fame OFice. This 


ſo A. a 
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This Gift is the Holy Ghoſt, a Gift known al- 
ready before, and urider the Law ; -but which, 
by the Confeſſion of the Jews themſelves, cex- 
ſed in the Synagogue, after the Death of Hg 
Zachary and Malachy, as well as the fire from 
Heaven, the Ark of God, the Hrim and Thum:- 
mim, and the Shekmah, or Divine Preſence ; a 
Gift which revived, and role again, and with 
greater luftre and ſplendor too , when Chriſt 


Jeſus came into-the World , himſelf being the 


Anointed of the Lord, to whom God gave the 


Spirit without meaſure, that of his fulneſs we ſhould 
all receive grace for grace : a Gift poured our in 
thoſe glorious days , according to Joel's Pro- 
phecy, uponall fleſh ; :.e. on all ſorts of men, 
even fome times by drops atleaſt, upon Chriſt's 
Enemies ; for it was by this Spirit, that Cais- 


has propheſied, that Chriſt ſhould die for the = as 


People : a Gift molt viſtbly and moſt eminent- 


| ty conterrd on the Apoſtles, Chriſt's Friends, 


and Domeſticks, and who were to preach the 
Goſpel to every Creature under Heaven, and 
therefore conſecrated by Miracles , and ſuch a 
deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon them, as pur 


not only the Spectators, but the Apoſtles them- 
{elves, that felt the Inſpiration, into Extafie : 4 
Gift which in the Primitive Times, wonderful- 

ly. 
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Iv illuminated thoſe who were baptiz'd, ſome- 
times before their baptiſm, as in the Caſe of 
Cornelins, thar famous =ywn wv, or Proſelyte of 
the cate; A Gift beſtow'd more particularly oa 
oerlons who were choſen out' of the People to 
exerciſe the Miniſterial FanCtion, whether as 4: 
poſtles or Biſhops, who ſucceeded thoſe Stewards 
of the Houle of God, or as Prieſts, or as Deacons : 
Ina word, men ſeparated to holy Offices ; and 
this is the Gift to which the Text hath rela 

tion. | 
When Chriſt ordained his Apoſtles, or ra- 
ther confirmed their former Ordination, John 
XX. 22. he ordained them witn this Motto, Re- 
ceive je the Holy Ghoſt; with an intenr, no 
doubt, that after his Deceale, and before iheir 
leaving the World, they ſhould ordain Elgers 
in every Ciry, whether Biſhops, or inferior Mi- 
| niſters of the Word, . and entitle them to the 
{xme Gift, lo far, ar leaſt, as it was conducive 
| two the effectual exerciſe of their Miniſtry ; for 
| ir was not necelfary that this Gift, asit brake out 
| in Miracles. and Prophecies, and ſpeaking in un- 
known Tongues , raiſing the dead, and open- 
ing the eyes of the vlina, and healing the 1icx, 
>. ſhould be propagated or continued in thoſe 
who were to ſucceed the Apoſtles in their Mint 


ſtry, 


Oo 
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ſry, that demonſtration of the Spirit by Signs and 
Wonders, being proper only for thoſe davs, 
when the new Law was to be eſtabliſhed, an 
Jews wereto be called away from Mes to Jeſus, 
from an Externa! to a Spiritual Service, - and the 
Heathens frora their Gods and ldotatries. It was 
enougn thact the {ubitancial parc of the Gite was 
to be continued in the Church, and in its Offi- 
cers, to bring People in the Unity of the Faith, 
unto a perfect man in Chriſt Jelus ; and this Gift 
is {aid here to be inTimothy. 

1 his Phraſe, the Fly Ghoſt, being of a large 
Excent, ſtandipg fometime for the Perlon, lome- 
time for the! miraculous Gifts, ſometime for the 
laving Graces of the Holy Ghoſt ; and even theſe 
Gitts and Graces are different ; for there are d:- 
ver fities of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit, ſaith St. Paul, 
1 Cor. Xi. 4. I ſhall therefore particularize the 
Gift communicated to Timothy ; and if we take 
St. Paul for our Guide, we {hall find this Gift 
was a Divine Power vouchtafed to this man of 
God, which enabled and ditpoled him to teach, 
and live, and act, and do, aniwerably to the Du- 
ties incumbent upon him, as a Governour of the 
Houle of God. The Apoſtle in the following 
Verle, calls It, mvdug UH hes, x; x75, x/ WP 00VIOLE , 
the Spirit of Power, of Love, and of a ſound 

Mumtd; 
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Maud ; che Spirit of Chriſtian Fortitude, of Cha- 
rity, and of Sedateneſs and Tranquillity of 
Temper. 


' 1. The Spirit of Fortitude, which conliſts in 
being undaunted at danger , fearleſs of the 
Frowns of men, while we do no more than our 
Duty, and a ſteddy Freedom to vindicate the 
Truth of the Goſpel, and the Honour of Chriſt 
Jeſus , whateyex may be the Effet or Conſe- 
—_— of it: In a word, an humble boldneſs , 
ſuch as Hoſtus, St. Ambroſe, St. Athanaſius, St. H:- 
lary, St. Chryſoftome, St. Baſil, and others, were 
famous for, who talk'd to Kings and Emperors, 
when God's Caule was concern'd, like Perſons 
who feared nothing bur the Anger of the King 
of Heayen; and tho Pride and Paſſion do ſome- 
times ſhelter themſelves under the Name of 
Chriſtian Fortitude, yer the counterfeit Ware 
may ſoon be diſtinguiſh'd from the true and ge- 
nuine, by examining the Cauſe and Principle, 
from which the boldneſs riſes ; which if it be 
Contempt of the World , and a pure Senſe 
of God's Glory, it {anctifies the Temper , 
and ſpeaks it to be derived from the Holy 
Ghoſt. - To 
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2. The Spirit of Love, It was not. without 
very great Reaſon, that our Saviour ask'd Sr. Pe- 
ter thrice, Loveit thou me* and, Loveſt thou me 
more than theſe? We may very rationally infer, 
that in ſaying fo, he ſhew'd what manner of 
Spirit thole ſhould be of who were to be Paſlors, 
and Teachers, and Overleers in the Houle of 
God. Nothing renders them more amiable to 
God and Man, than this Spirit of Loye, Love 
tothe Lord Jelus, Love to God's Gfory, 1 Love 
to the Souls of Men, Love which makes them 
willing to ſpend, and to be ſpent, even to dic 
for the Name of the Lord Jeius. Ir is the mark 
of Chriſt's Diſciples jn general, and therctors 
muſt be lo more eminently of thoſe who are to 99 
before the Sheep and lead them to green Paſtures, 
From this Love have proceeded the almolt in- 
credible Pains that holy Men of Cod have taken 
for the Converſion of Souls, whereof Fecleft- 
aſtical Hiſtory gives us very conſiderable In- 
ſtances. 

3- The Spirit of a ſound Mind. This ſeems to 
be a Temper able to curb the Paſlſons, Inorai- 
nate Luſts, Deftres and Ferturbations of the Vind, 
an admirable Spirit! To know when to be an- 
gry, and when to be calm, when. to be levere, 
and when to be moderate and gentle ; when to 
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uſe the Rod, and when to uſe the Staff, to have 
the Brutiſh Þart in fſubjeCtion to the Rational, 
the Pody to the Soul, the Fleſh to Spirit ; this 
is Wiſdom beyond all Worldly Policy whatſo- 
ever. Plato makes this woponowwc, or ſoundneſs 
of Mind, the oppoſite of Madnels. Indeed in- 
dulging our Paſſions, and letting loole the Reins 
of our carnal and ſenſual AﬀeCtions, is no better ; 
for it's an Argument that Reaſon is dethroned, 
and the ruling part of the Soul is become ſub- 
jet to the ignobler Principality ; and ſurely 
this is Madnels. The Mind 1s then found, when 
ic keeps the lower Faculties in good order, and 
it is an Argument of Wiſdom to judg of things 
without Heats, or Prejudice, or proſpect of ſelt- 
Intereſt, and to keep the wild Delires of corrup- 
ted Nature in awe, and to do things with Pru- 
dence and Moderation. | 
This is the Gitt here aim'd at, a Gifc very ne- 
ceſlary for the diſcharge of lo great, ſo weighty 
an Employ as is intimated in the Text; a Gitc 
which not only Timothy was partaker of, bur 
which as 1 ſaid may juſtly be ſuppoſed to be in 
all, and rt be given in ſome degree or other to 
thole whom God calls to the fame Office. For, 
if this Spirit was beſtow'd on Timithy upon the 
account of his Office, and God intends that 
Oftice 
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Office lhould continue to the World's end, we 
may juſtly conclude, that he will not deny the 
{ame Gift now co thoſe whom he calls to the 
{ime Office. He that contesr'd another Hearc 
and another Spirit upon $aut when he call'd 
him to be King over his People Iſrael; can we 
think he'll deny lo uletul, fo neceſſary a Gift, to 
the Rulers of his Church, who have his Call, his 
Summons, his Vocation ? I lay, his Call, for no 
Man takes that Honour unto himtelf but he 
that is called, as alſo was Aaron, 

Thole who call chemlelves, whom either Am- 
bition or Intereſt, or a worldly, feniual Mind, 
or fondneſs of being great, and to be called of 
Men Rabbi, puts upon thruſting themſelves into 
this facred Office, are call'd indeed, bur it is by 
that Spirit whole Name is Legiom, not by him 
who gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evan- 
oeliſts, and ſome Paſtors, and Teachers, for the per- 
fefting of the Saints, for the Work of the Ainiſtry, 
for the edifying of the Body of ( briſt ; Ephel.iv.11. 

This Call of God which our Church accounts 
requifire and neceſlary upon ſuch occaſions, is 
no Hp M2 Bath Ko, no Daughter of the Voice; 
no audible Sound or Language dropp'd from 
Heaven, as it was A.xiii.2. Separate me Paul and 
Barnabas; no ſudden Paſſion, or warns Faacy, 
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no violent Impulle, which Melancholy cauſes, 
or a turbulenc Temper doth infuſe, bur ic ap- | 
pears by proper Parts and Abilities, by Learning 
{uicable co the. Office, by being skilful in the 
Word of Truth, by a lecret ſenle of the weight 
and importance of the Calling, by Chriſtian 
Wiſdom and Prudence, by a vehement deſire to- 
do good, to win Souls, to gain Proſelytes to. 
Righreoulnels, and to advance the Glory of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, by unfeigned love to good 
Men, and being enamour'd with thoſe Chriltian 
Vertues and Perte&tions, without which that 
Name is only aſſumed and ulurp'd, and a Man is 
dead while he lives. 

Thoſe who are thus qualihead, have not only 
one, bur all, or moſt of rhele CharaQters, and car- 
ry this whole Conſtellation in the Heaven of their 
Souls,are, and may truly be {aid to be called to this 
Office by him, who tells the numver of the Stars. 
for theſe are ſuch, even Stars in Chriſt's Right- 
kand, and call; them all by their Names. And on 
ſuch Men we may expect the Spitir, and the Gift 
of the Text will deſcend when an external Call in- 
vites then to put their Shoulders undger the Bur- 
then : and as the Spirit came on Eliſha" when the 
Minſtrel plaid; ſo ſuch Men, having this Harmo- 
ny in their Souls, may look forthe 1ltaple of this 

Spirit, 
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Spirit, eſpecially when ſeconded with the exter- 
nal Muſick of Yeni Creator Spiritus. 

When St. Paul 1 7am. iii, 1. {peaks of a Perſon 
who deſires the Ofhce of a Bifhop, and then ſub- 
joyns the Accompliſhments of the Man who de- 
fires it, he doth in effect require this internal Call, 
and ſetting dowa the particular marks of it, the 
deſign without all peradventure 1s, to ſhew that he- 
who chinks to enter into that Station, mult enquire 
of himſelf, whether thoſe Ingredieats are found 
in him ; He :hat finds them nor, and yer boaſts of 
a Divine Vocartion, may indeed deceive and blind 
the Eyes of Men who can lee no farther than me 
outlide of the Cup and Platter, but lurely canno? 
impoſe upon a mxrr-al#v og an all-lecing Eye,. 
which doth not only fee the Unſoundnels of the 
Heart, and want of the Wedding. Garment, but 
will revenge it to01n thar day, when h- {hall judg 
the Secrets of Mens Hearts by his Golpel, 

The Holy Gho t loves a cleanly Habttation, the 
Terms and Epithetnes by which that Cifc is lome- 
times exprefled in Scripture, Fire, and 57 ater, im-- 
port ſo much. It is another Spirit that enters 
110 the Swine. The Holy Spirit of Diſ-ip4.e, as it is: 
ſaid Wifd. i. 5. will flee deceit, and remove from 
Thoughts, that are wuhout Underſtanding, aud wil 10: 
abide when Unrighteonſneſs comes in, C 
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But though a Perſon thus qualified for Timo- 
thy's Office, and che lacred Function, may bethere- 
by diſpoſed for the recciving of the Holy Ghoſt, 
the Spirit of Power, of Love and of a found 
Mind, or a greater portion of it, if he had ſome- 
thing of it before, yet it ſeems this Gifc is not 
actually beſtowed, except Perſons of the ſame 
Office and Station, Men that have been thus 
iniciated themfelves, lay their Hands on him, 
which calls me to Examination of the ſecond 
(Juery. 


Il. Hom this Gift was anciently, and is ſtill be- 


ſtowed and communicated: By the putting on of my 


Haiids, faith St. Pant; and v Tim. iv. 14. he adds, 
by the laying on of the Funds of the Presbytery, i. e. 
of the whole Apoſtolical Colledge, or the greater part of 
the Apoſtles, who it's like were prelent upon the 
place: for the Apoſtles are called Presbyters 
ſometimes, *nay Deacons too, Names in -thole 
days not of Office, at leaſt not conſtantly, but 
of Age, and Honour, and Service. 

This Rite or Ceremony of Impolition of 
Hands on a Perſon deſigned for Church- Offices, 
and the Service of the Tabernacle, 1/idore and 
others derive from Tſaac's blefing his Son Jacob, 


which they ſuppoſe was one by the Patriarch's 


laying 
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laying his Hands upon Faceb's Head, from 7a- 
cob's laying his Hands oa his Grand-Children, 
and blefling them ; from Moſes's laying his Hand 
on Joſhua, and communicating part of his Spirir 
to him. And indeed there are very few but 
will grant that it came from the Jews, who ar 
the preferring or promoting a Perſon to the 
degree of Rabbi, or Doctor of their Law, 
Jaid their Hands upon him, a Ceremony per- 
formed by three, and call'd 1>m> Semicah, and 
this was a Symbol that the Holy Ghoſt retted 
upon the Perſon thus orgained. 

The 2ncient Romans uled to lay their Hands 
upon their Slaves when they made them free ;, 
and Numa Pompilus had Hands laid on him, 
when he was made High Pontiff; but 1:5 pro- 
bable that even thele fercht ic from the Jews. 


The Chriltian Churches, who retain'd what: 


was good and praile worthy among the Jews, 
ſeeing nothing in this Rite but what was grave, 
and decent, and folemn, and lerjous, adopred ir 
into their Service. The taree Orders, Biſhops, 
Priefls and Dzacons were in imitation of the Sy- 
nagogue, which had her Figh-Priefts, her Priefts, 
and her Levites, and lo was this Impolition of 
Hands, In facrificing Beaſts to the Honour of 
God, the Prielt laid his Hands on the Victims 

| Head, 
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Head, ro ſhew he dedicated it to God, and 
from common, ſeparated itto a holy ule, and dil- 
miſgd it from the Service of Men into that of 
the moſt High God; all which Significa'ions 
did wonderfully well agree with the end of the 
Miniſterial Fun&tion under the Golpel, and there- 
fore the Chriſtians had no realon to reject this 
uleful and decent Cuitom. 
- Our Blefled Saviour firſt practiſed this Cere- 
mony upon the Children that were brought 
ro him for his Bleſſing; and it's not unlikly he 
laid his Hands on the Apoltles before he left 
the Warld, for we read, that a little before his 
eparture, le lifted up his Hands and bleſſed 
them; Luke xxiv. 50. Aiter our Saviour's Al- 
cenſion into Heaven, the Apoſtles conſtantly 
uled it after Baptiſm in Confirmation, as an ex- 
ternal Mark, to ſignify the Deſcent of the Spi- 
rit upon the Perſons waſh'd with Water. But 
more eſpecially, when they ſeparated any Per- 
ſons to holy Offices, and they laid their Hands 
on ſuch, as a ſ1gn or pledg that the Holy Ghoſt, 
or a Spirit, and Temper ſuitable to t-eir Cal- 
ling, and Employment, and Profeſſion, was 
and would be conferr'd upon them, to guide, 
and affiſt, and dire them. 
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This Impoſition of Hands was no Phyſical Can/e 
of conveying the Holy Ghoſt, but an External 
Aſſurance, "That as ſurely as the Hands were 
laid on the Head of the Perſon ordain'd, fo 
ſurely would the Spirit of Power, of Love, 
and of a ſound Mind, light upon his Soul, if he 
did not obſtru&t it by wilful departing from the 
Living God. And yet all this doth not make 
Order a Sacrament; for tho we grant here is a 
Sign, and ſomething Spiritual and Unſeen, Re- 
preſented by that Sign, yer there is ſomething 
more required to the making of a Sacrament, 
and thoſe muſt neceſſarily think ſo, who believe 


. that the Apoſtles could inſtitute no Sacraments, 


by their Authority. 
Thar this Rite hath laſted in the Church 


from the Apoſtles Times unto this day, is what 
the concurrent Teltimoniesof all Ages, witnels. 
Thoſe that would confine it co the Apoſtles 
Times, are injurious to the Church of Chriſt, 
which would be in an uncomfortable condition, 
if her Guides and Paſtors came nor in the ſame 
way, their Predeceſſors did ; and why ſhould 
we think the Lord's Hand ſhortned, or belieye 
he will not let his Spirit accompany the Pious 
Ceremony, when his Church now hath as much 
need of it, as heretofore ? and it's hard God 


D {hould 
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Morin. in Or- 
din. Maron, 


— 


ſhould vouchſafe his Spirit to Perſons on whom 
Holy Hands were laid in the Jewiſh, and re- 
faſe that Favour to the Guides and Paſtors of 
the Chriſtian Church, chole eſpecially, who 
keep themſelves unſported from the World, 
The Maronites ia their Office of Ordination, 
make out the Original and Succeflion of this 
Rite, thus: The Moſt High God, ( ay they ) 
came down on Mount Sinai, and laid his Hands 
upon ſes, Moſes laid his upon Aaron, Aaron 
upon his Sons, his Sons ſucceſſively on thoſe that 
follow'd them, until John the Baptiſt ; .John the 
Baptiſt laid his Hand upon our Saviour, our Savi- 
our upon his Apoſtles, his Apoſtles on the Bi- 
ſhops that ſucceeded them, and they ever ſince 
on thoſe who are admitted into Holy Orders. 
How true, or how juſt this Calculation is, I ſhall 
not now enquire : But that which I hinted be- 
fore, I muſt ronch here again, viz. That this 
Ceremony, as itrelates to Orders, and particu- 
larly to Timothy's Ofhice, muſt be performed by 
thole, upon whom Holy Hands were laid be- 
tore, in order totheir Lawtul Miniſtring before 
the Lord. The Secular Magiſtrace, and Laity, 
may name and propoſe Candidates, bur cannot 
by their Impoſition of Hands, ordainBiſhops and 
Elders, for no ſuch Power was eyer given them. 
In 
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In the pureſt, and beſt, none would, nay in the 
moſt corrupr Ages, none durſt preſume to do 
it ; The Power Eccleſiaſtical as it was diſtin&t 
from the Secular , before the Empire was 
Chriſtian, lo they have continued diſtinet, 
ſince Crowns have ſtoopt to the Croſs , and 
though they live lovingly together, and are 
helpiul one ro another, yet the one ought not 


. . 3 . o = 
to interfere with the other's eſſential rights, and 


Conſtitutions. 

The Apoſtle empaatically ſays, by the pur- 
ting on of my hands; Himlelf had been ſeparared 
ro the Othce of Teacher and Apoſtle, by Impoſtici- 
on of Hands ; and what was conferr'd on hira, 
he confers on Timothy the ſame way; And yer, 


though he had afliſtants in the Ordination of his 


Beloved Son, and though others laid their 
Hands on him, as well as St. Panl, that's no 
Argument, that therefore one without the help 
of more, cannot convey the Power and Autho- 
rity of Timothy's Office to others. I know, the 
Church requires three at leaſt to lay their hands 
on the Man of God, who is to be conſecrated 
to the Churches ſervice; and molt of the Anci- 
ent Canons prels it, nay ſome Churches have 
been ſo {tiff in this point, that they have pro- 
nounc'd that Ordination of a Biſhop unlawtul, 
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which hath bcen perform'd by one only;and ſe- 
yeralAncientDecrees andConſtirutions there are 
that require Ordination of a Biſhop by all the 
Biſhops of the Province ; yet all this can have 
relation only to the ordinary courle of things, 
and where {uch plenty may eaſily be had. Ca- 
ſes of neceſlity are not excluded here; nor is 
that Ordination invalid, where there is but one 
to blels the Party, whois admitted to the Office, 
in the Name of the Lord. 

Nor need we wonder, that by the impoſi- 
tion of Hands, the Holy Ghoſt, even the Spi- 
rit of Power, of Love, and of a ſound Mind 
ſhould be conferr'd ; for as this Impoſition of 
Hands is always ſeconded by Prayer, which 
makes St. Auſtin look upon Impoſition of Hands 


Lb. 2. cone, Nd Prayer to be one and the lame thing ; So 


we know what Promiſes are made to fervent 
and importunate Prayer. Luke. XI. a3. If ye 
being evil, can give good gifts unto your Children, 
how much more ſhall your heavenly Father give his 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him > But, 

It's time Iſhould in the laſt place ſhew, 


Il. How tow gift # to be flirr'd up, and what 
is the beſt and moſt proper way to do it. 
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In the original it is «&-etompsy Which isas much 
as ſtirring up the fire, or blowing the coals, 
and making the fire burn thac lies mingled with 
the aſhes, a word much uſed by Plato, which 
hath made ſome fancy, that the Apoſtle was 
well vers'd in Plato's Writings ; but there is no 
neceſlity for that Conjefture,tor the LXX.make 
uſe of the expreſſion, and with their Tranſlati- 
on, it's likely, the Apoſtle was better acquain- 
ted than the Tdeas of that Philoſopher. So that 
the Spirit of God conferr'd upon Sacred Per- 
ſons by the Impolition of Hands, is lod- 

edin the Soul, as the Trealure in the Goſpel 
was hid in the Field, which required digging 
and ſearching to make ir uſeful, It's like 
Gold in the Oar, which requires Melting, and 
Cleanſing, and Purifying; like a ſtock of money 
which requires Improvement by Trading ; 
like ſeed Sown in the Ground, which requires 
Watering and ocher Labour and Induſtry to 
make it come forth , and Grow, and Spread, 
and yield Fruit,and ſtrengthen man's heart. 

T his ſtirring up the Gift of God , reſpects 
either the Meany that are to be uſed, or the 
Dutyit ſelf. The Means hinted in this and the 
preceding Epiſtle , are chiefly three, Prayer, 
Reading, Meditating. | 

. 1. Prayer, 
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i. Prayer. Who can live without it 2 Who can 
act or do any thing of Moment without the aſ- 
ſiRance of this Spiritual Engine ? Nature tea- 


ches Mankind to begin their Works of Con- 


cernment with God ; Grace therefore muſt be 
ſuppoſed to prels this Duty infinitely more, 
on you particularly, the Heirs of Timothy's 
Ofſhce, in order to this ſtirring up the Gift of 
God thar isin you, by the Impolition of Hands. 
God that gives you Talents, intends not that 
you ſhould bury them in the Earch,or lay them 
up in a Napkin , but Occupy, and Trafhck 
with them, and be gainers by them ; and to do 
this, his help is neceſſary, who gives {trength to 
the Weak, and Power to the Feeble ; and this 
help is not tro be had without Importunate 
Cryes and Sollicitations. Theſe Prayers muſt 
have Fire; it's their fervour, that unlocks the 
Secret Cabinet of the Almighty, as Jamblicus 
Phraſes it; They muſt be in the Nature of 
Gorgonia's Devotions, muſt even Storm, and 
Threaten Heaven, as it were; ſo that God can- 


- not withſtand their Force and Power ; and ſuch 


were the Prayers of Moſes, -and Aaron, and 


Samnel among his Prieſts, that called upon his Name, 
they call d upon the Lord, and he anſwer 'd them, 


Plal. XCIX. 6. 


2, Reading, 
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2. Reading. This the Apoſtle expreſly re- 
commends to Timothy, 1 Tim. IV. 13. in order 
ro his ſtirring up the Gifrof God. Reading 
What? No doubt, the Holy -Scripture, and 
therefore our Church preſcribes, delivering a 
Bible into the Hands of the Perſon, upon whom 
Epiſcopal Hands are laid; and the Maronites lay 
theBook of theGoſpel upon ſuch aPerſon's Breaſt 
as the Neſtorians in Syria do upon his back or 
ſhoulders; not but that other Books are uſeful 
in their Times and Seaſons ; but St. Pay! knew 
what profit was to be got by Reading this Li- 
brary of the Holy Ghoſt, theſe Pandects of 
Chriſtianity, and being greedy after this Food 
of the Soul. The great examples you meet 
with here, the Induſtry of Moſes, the Zeal of 
Elijah, the Fervour of St. Paul, the Vigour of 
St. Stephen, the Courage of St. Peter, the Afi- 
duity of Apollo, the Sincerity of Barnabas, what 
are thele, but ſo many motives to ſtir up the 


Gift of God that is in you. Add to all this 


the Glorious, the Precious, the Large, theSweet, 


the Wonderful Promiſes, Promiſes of Chriſt's 


Aſliftance, Promiſes of Comfort, of Support, of 


Eternal Life and Glory, which will animate, 
and 
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and enliven, and prompt you to blow up the 
fire of the Sanctuary, and the Coal of the Alcar, 
that it may conſume the Droſs, and Tin, not 
only that which cleaves to your own Souls, but 
that alſo, which ſticks to others, that ſee and 
hear you, and converſe with you. 


3. Meditating. Thisisalſo urged among the 
Means, not to neglect the Gift of God, 1 Tim. 
IV. 1 5. Meditate upon theſe things, give thy ſelf wholly 
to them; The bare Reading will make no greac 
;mpreſſion; Mediation digeſts, and Rouzes 


the Soul fiom her Slumber. This quickens the 


faculties, ſers all the wheels a going, incites to 
Labour,Prompts to Induſtry,and moves and e- 
ven compels us to' imitate the great examples 
ſer down in the Word of God, and to follow 
their Faith, and Wiſdom, and Hope, and Love, 
and Charity. Meditation is ſpiritual Seeing. 


Seeing the Fight, made Homer's Hero joinin 


Battel. Meditation ſurveys the Combats of 
the Prophets,. Apoſtles, Martyrs, and Chriſt 
himſelf, and from hence ariſe Incentives and 
Encouragements to ſtir up the Gift of God that 
is in you, by the Impoſition of Hands, 


But 
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Burt in what doth the ſlirring up of the gift of 
God conſt? Chiefly in theſe Three particulars, 
1, beeding the Flockof God,which is among 
you, taking the over(ight thereof, not by con- 
flraint, but willingly, not fer filthy Lucre, but 
of a ready mind, neither as being Lords over 
God's heritage, but being enſamples to the Flock; 
Thus is Sc. Peters charge. and we cannot well 
conceive, how this Spirit, or gift can be ſtir- 
red up more profitably, than this way ; tor 
this end the Holy Spirit is beſtow'd upon 
you, that you ſhould feed the Flock com- 
mitted to your charge, and cauſe it to be 
ted by perſons not only Learned but Pious, 
and Devour, and ſuch as haye a great ſenſe 
of God, and of the worth of Mens Souls ; 
for this cauſe the Holy Ghoſt moves upon 
your inward Man, that you ſhould feed the 
Sheep by preaching the Word, by your 
ſweer and gentle Government, and by your 
cxemplary lives. Theſe will be Evidences, 
and Arguments, and Demonſtrations, that 
the Spirit of Glory, and of God reſts upon 
you, that you walk after the Spirit, and are 
Bicd wizh it, and that the weapons of your 
warfare are not carnal, but ſpiritual, migh- 
ty chrough Go.l co the pulling down of the 
E itrong 


A Sermon at the Conſecration 


_—_——__— 


| ſtrong holds of iniquity. Feeaing 1mplycs 


oiving Food convenient to your Maſters Fa- 
mily, Ruling the Houſe of God according 
ro the dictares of Reaſon, the Word of God, 
and the beſt examples, and making your 
felyes paterns of Me:knels, Humility, Cha- 
rity, Selt-demial, and of all good Works, 
The external Honours, Providence beſtows 
upon you, and the refpect Mcn pay you , 
are to encourage you to a chearful perfor- 
mance of your Work, and intended not 
co ſwell you, not to puff you vp, not to 
tempt you to pleate and uckle your felyes 
with your Grandcur, but to infuſe greater 
alacrity into you to Figit the good Fight, 
and to hed Blefled Influences on all, har 
arc round about you. 

Ye are the Captains, the Generals 11 
Chriſt's Army, while you bear the Hear 
and Burthen of the day, detre&t no Labour, 


ſpare no pains, hve like Faithful Stewards of 


the Myſtery of God, Vindicate your Ma- 
fters Honour, act hike perſons, who have 
renounc dthe hidden things of diſhoneſty,and 
by manifeſtation of the Truth, commend 
your ſelves to every mans Conſcience 1n the 


fight of God; you make goud the glorious 


Titles 
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Titles, and the lofry Names, "which are given 
YOU, ſuch as Angels, and $1aFs, and Lights of 
the World, and the Salt of the Farth, and aC7- 
ty ſet on a Hill, ©c. Titics of a proud found, 
bur which arc intended to make you 
Humble, and to tell you. you arc only ex- 
alced, that you may with greater facility, 
cake your people by the h1; 1d, and lift them 
up to Heaven : This is the way to do good, 
and tro make Religion glorious, and well 
ſpoken of This will even conyince Inft- 
dels, thar Religion 1s ſomerhing more than 
a Name, ſomthing more than Pohcy, and 
incerelt, that it is able to transform Tem- 
pers, to change hearts, and tro make Men a&. 
contrary to cheir natural inclination, and that 
inſtead of debaſing humane Nature, it exalts 
and poliſhes, and refines it, and leads it to 
ſolid Bliſs and Happineſs ; and this as well 
as your Learning will make you , as It was 
once ſaid of the Engliſh Clergy, ftupor Mun- 
di, the Wonder of "the World. 

2. Labouring and making it your buſineſs to 
reform abuſes. Thus did the Priminve Pre- 
lates, the Mcn, whoſe Names we riſe up 
to, and whoſe Memories we admire, and in 
whom che Spirit of Power, of Love, and of 
a ſound mind did ſhine * Indeed we have 
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ſome later Examples of magnanimous per- 
ſons, within the Kingdoms, to which we 
belong, who finding the Field, over which 
they were fet, over run with Bryars, and 
Thorns, with abuſes, which peace and plen- 
| ty, and connivance, and love to an alic 
quict life, and the corruption of the Age, 
and the covetouſneſs, and partiality of 
worldly Mcn, and a flaviſh fear of Supert- 
ours had brought in, have refoſutely fer 
themſelves to weed the deformed, and difſ- 
mal Field, and to pull out che Tares, that 
 incommoded, and annoyd the Wheat. 
| This 18a Work, which requires more than 
| ordinary Courage, and therefore fit for you, 
whom Providence places at the Stern, and 
conſtitutes chief Watchmen over the Houſe 
of Iſrael, and who arc in credit with God, 
and with your Prince. Your Commiſſion 
like Feremy's reaches to deſtroying, and pul- 
ling up, as well as to planting, and build- 
| ing, not ſuch a deſtroying, as he, who pre- 
tends to be the Vicar of Chrift, hath made 
m Kingdoms and Nations, but tearing up { 
thoſe obſtructions and I which 
put a ſtop to the chearful progreſs of Re- 
Iigion amongſt us : Here the Zeal of Phi- 
uces Will be necellary, eſpecially, when the 
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Evil is grown fo dangerous, that its come 
to an Enſe reſcindendum. Fear of diſpleaſing 
Men, or of being 1ll ſpoken of, or of being 
contradicted by Equals, or Superiors mutt 
here be banithd, as a thing that renders you 
unfit. for the Kingdom of God, and great 
Enterprifes. Had Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
inſiſted upon ſuch excufes, Judaiſm had tri- 
umph'd tothis day, and Idolatry maintain'd 
ics poſt and ſtation; I need nor name here 
the particular abufes, which require your 
Cognifance and Cenſures, they are too ob- 


vious, and a holy mind, that judges by the 


Word of God , and the Rules of Primitive 
Diſcipline will ſoon perceive, where the 
Sword of the Spirit , even this Reformation 
is to be made uſe of. I know its cafier to ſpy 


faulcs than to mend them, and 'whar ſeems. 
intollerable ro ons man, appears harmleſs in. 


anothers eye, bur ſuch ey3ſtons will not do 
with a Perſon, whoſe Soul 1s touch'd with a 
ſenſe of God's Glory, whole delight 1s to do. 


good, who examines impartially what 1s re-. 


quired of him 19 the Station he 1s 1n, whom 


the love of God conftrains to do great things, 


for the honour of the Goſpel, and I may add, 

who knows the terrours of the Lord, and be- 

lieyes the threarming of Chriſt pronounced 
again! 
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againſt rae unfaichful Steward. Marth. XXIV. 
&o. The Lord of that Servant ſhall come in a 
day, when he looks not for him, and inan hour, 
that he is nit aware of, and [hall cut him aſun- 
der, and appoint him his portion with the Hy- 
pocrites there Jhall be weeping and gnaſhing of 
[ eeth. 

3. Enduring hardneſs as good Souldiers of 
Feſus Chriſt, a duty very warmly recommen- 
dcd to our Bihop, 2 7im. IL. 3. In diſcharg- 
ing your duty faichtully, you mult * expect 
obloquy, and fJanders, and reproaches, and 
other inconveniences , troubles and adyerli- 
:12sz bur co bear them patiently, to maintain 
your integrity 1n the midlt of all ſuch Storms, 
your ſweetneſs 1n the nudſt of all the ſalt wa-. 
ters, not to flinch from your good Profel- 
{ton, nct to {ink under your Burthen, to hold 
Our to the End, to continue with Chriſt in 
his Temptat:ons,and to be faithful unto death 
upon a proſpect of the Crown of Righteout- 
neſs, this 15s Maſculine and Heroick, and a 
certalna Argument, that the Spiric of God 1s 
ſent 1ato your hearts, which is the earneſt of 
your future inheritance. 

Thus che Apoitics baffled the Temptati- 
ons of the World, and vanquiſhed the Stra- 
cagems of Flell and Devils, and thus the 
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World muſt be taught, that neither Death 
nor Life, neither Superiorities nor Powers, 
neither Things preſent nor Things to come 
can ſeparate you from the love of God, 
which 1s in Chriſt Chrift Feſus our Lord. 
Were the future Glory (ſaith One) behev'd 
as firmly as the things which are ſeen, it 
would be a kind of Martyrdom to hve here. 
To be ſure themore lively our Faith and our 
Apprehenſions are of that furure Bliſs, the 


more chcertully we ſhall ſtir up the Gift ot 


God, that is in us, to our great Redecmers 
"Glory, and. the more patiently we ſhall bear 
the crofles thar befal us in our. good and 
oreat attempts, Crofles, which muſt turn 
into Crowns at laſt, Crowns, that wither 
not, that carmſh not, Crowns, which 
time doth not change, and Ages do not al- 
cer, for ſo we read: 1 Pet. V. 4. When the 
Chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye | ſhall receive 
a Crown of Glory, which fades not away. 

And now, O Timothy, whom God hath 
called, and the King hath called, and the 
Church doth call ; God by extraordinary 
parts and abilities, the King,who underſtands 
the merit of thoſe, who are near,and dear 


to him, the Church which conſiders, who 


arc like to be moſt uſctul to the edifying 
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of the body of Chrift; O Timothy, I fay, up- 
on whom the ſacred unction 1s'to be pour- 
ed forth, and the hands of bleſſing to be 
laid ; Remember, . that Feſaus Chriſt, of th: 
ſeed of David: was raiſed trom the dead ac- 
corcling to the Goſpe]; an argument, I make 
uſe of not only becauſe of its relation to 
the day, but becauſe Se, Paui makes 1t an 
incentive toa Biſhops duty, 2. Tim. II, 8. Re- 
member therefore, how our Great Maſter la- 
bourcd for the good of Mankind,tor the fa[va- 
tion of Souls, how he ſuficred, and how he dt- 
ed,and then roſe to an immortal glorious lite, 
the emblem of thy Office and reward ; for 
when thou ſhalt have gone about doing good, 
and healing thoſe, that are -potleſs'd of fin, 
and of the Devil, and haſt born, and haſt 
had patience, thy mortal -part, which hath 
been tired, and worn out with labour, muſt 
fall indeed, but rhen after the example of 
Chriſt's body, a Creature muſt riſe ar laſt 
glorious, and Angelical, and triumphing o- 
ver hell, and Devils, ſecing, We all 10h for 
a Saviour, who ſhall change our vile body, that 
it may be like unto his oloricaes body, accord 
ing to the mighty Working, whereby he ts .a- 


ble to ſubdue all things to himfelf. 
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